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Coming up in March
Friday 12 March 6pm – There will be a potluck dinner following the Erev Shabbat Service.
Saturday 20 March 10-11am Shabbat Kat for pre-schoolers in the library.
Thursday 25th March at 7pm, Beth Shalom Annual General Meeting, in the hall.
Saturday 27 March at 10am – Rabbi JoEllen will lead a meditative Shabbat morning service
Sunday 28 March at 10am First Day Pesach service.
Sunday 28 March at 6pm Beth Shalom Community Seder for Passover, tickets are on sale now,
please contact the office before 15 March. Details are on the website and Facebook.
Pesach Sales – see poster in this issue.
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From the President ...
There is a quote from Nelson Mandela that Rabbi George has referenced as he’s been guiding us
through the Vision project.

 

May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears

Nelson Mandela

This has really resonated for me as I’ve reflected back on the past year and I look forward to the
opportunities we have ahead.

Last year has been hard in so many ways, but it has been heart-warming to see how our community
has reached out and supported each other. Our wonderful Community Care group, led by Lita
Summerfield and Chris Shiller, has kept in contact with a large number of our community who need
support; Naomi Johnson and the Ritual Committee have ensured that we always had opportunity to
attend services – be that in person or virtually; Debbie Miller with her dedicated team of teachers,
has kept Hebrew school and adult learning active; the B&B has been there to support and care for
people during hard times and bereavement.

The year also made me think that one of the tenets of Progressive Judaism is our ability to adapt –
And adapt we have! Services and lessons were online, meetings were virtual, conversations were
by phone.

I know that our ability to ‘bend without breaking’ will serve us well as we explore the wonderful
opportunities we have ahead – the possibility of introducing new ways of ‘being’, coming out of the
Vision project; the possibility of perhaps moving to a new site as part of the JCC; the possibility of
having rabbinic presence in the near future; our hope that we can get a Rabbi to Beth Shalom for
the High Holy Days (We’re working on this really actively, but may be hindered by border closures).

I hope you will join me in embracing these opportunities with hope.

 

L’shalom, Olga

 

 

--
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Vision Project

We had a very productive and horizon widening meeting with Rabbi George and Dr. Tobin Belzer, who is
an applied sociologist. Her research and program evaluations have focused on Jewish identity, arts and
culture, experiential education, leadership training, organisational culture, congregational studies, teens,
emerging adults, identity, character development, gender, inclusion, media and technology, and
education.

She spoke with us about changes she is seeing happening in Progressive Jewish communities and
presented different models of Jewish Spirit and Community.

Her full Bio can be seen here:

https://jewishstudies.stanford.edu/people/tobin-belzer

Three themes emerged from our meeting

the Rabbi's role is critical; each of the examples presented showed how much the Rabbi was a catalyst
for the Just Jews movement and that the role that our next and future Rabbis play, will be crucial.
whatever activities and changes we make will bespecific to our Auckland - and indeed New Zealand
context. We can't plug and play someone else's idea if it doesn't speak to Jewish practice in Aotearoa.
the needs of our community (those we currently serve and those we would like to serve) are unique, so
again there is no plug and play solution.

We look forward to our community engagement soon.

--
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Beth Shalom Annual General Meeting 



/

JCC – Where we are in the process 
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Pesach products will be on sale to Beth
Shalom members only ...

--
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Pesach biscuits by Cuisine de Aimee 

--
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SECOND NIGHT SEDER
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The Buzz ...
Dasan Paullay-Beazley's Bar Mitzvah on Saturday 13th February 2021
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Naomi Johnson catches up in Wellington with Harvey and Jenny Livschitz left and Kelvin Ratnam
with Nigel Dunlop right.

 

 

 

 

Naomi Johnson, Jenny Livschitz,
Michelanne Forster and Carol Ratnam.  
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Beth Shalom Summer Walks

We had a beautiful day recently for our second Beth Shalom Summer Walk - continuing our theme
of exploring members’ neighbourhoods, this time we did a brisk walk up Mt Eden, enjoyed the
views, and then had a leisurely stroll down and around the mountain before repairing to Tamara
Liebman’s house for delicious coffee and cake. It was lovely to both walk and sit in the sun and
chat. Flynn (the Sampson-Thomson dog) also loved it, although sadly missed out on the photo
shoot below.

Thanks again to Tamara and Patrick for hosting us.

We are planning an ongoing series of walks (alternating between Saturday and Sunday, to
accommodate as many people as possible). We are hoping to organise a Waiheke walk/excursion,
one out West,as well as one in the Eastern suburbs (trying for a broad coverage area here).

If you can think of a great walk in your neighbourhood, and/or would like to host us for coffee
afterwards, please get in touch with the office or with Tanya directly on
tanyathomsonnz@gmail.com. If there is someone you know who isn’t sure how to meet Beth Shalom
members or how to get involved, this is a very low-key and friendly way to do it!

The L’Chaim Committee

--

mailto:tanyathomsonnz@gmail.com
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Chris Shiller's 100th B'nei Mitzvot
Chris Shiller has reached an amazing milestone – Dasan’s Bar Mitzvah was her 100th b'nei mitzvot! This
wonderful woman has given tirelessly and with endless generosity and love and wisdom to prepare our
young people for their b'nei mitzvot.

When we see all the confident,
competent youth leading our services
and reading Torah for their bar- and bat-
mitzvahs, we are seeing the end of a long
process to help them to learn, gain
confidence and prepare. It is a
monumental task that takes hours and
hours over many months.

One of the aspects of our b'nei mitzvot
that is evident – and often draws remarks
from people who have not had this
experience – is that our young people
seem to enjoy the whole process of
preparing for their ‘special day’.

For those of us in the know, we know that
Chris is the ‘magic ingredient’. Chris
makes the process fun. She builds confidence. She supports and walks alongside. It also helps that she
has people drinking milk through Tim Tams and rewards with chocolate. But her real power comes from
the genuine love and caring she brings to each and every one of her students.   As a community, we owe
her a huge debt of gratitude.
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Education  

  

Bar/Bat mitzvah class studying siddur and service leading with Elena. Youth
teaching youth to lead our congregation. 
 

We had some amazing learning going at Beth Shalom. What a great vibe!  See you
next week.
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Making amazing masks and costumes for our Purim play.
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Experiential Jewish Learning aka Sunday school got off to a roaring start. The hall was alive with
young people creating and learning about Purim. We made sparkly groggers and masks and then
we actually acted out the Purim story for our lovely fans, aka parents. We also had a fantastic time
making hamantashen with Alana and mishloah manot (gift bags) for the elderly in our community
delivered by our students.

What was really special was the amount of engagement and happy smiles from everyone.

Next 3 weeks we will be learning about our journey down into Egypt and slavery just in time to
celebrate with our own mock seder on March 21 . All new families and children are invited to
come and celebrate this with us at Beth Shalom. It is being led by the kids and their teachers. We
will also take on acting out the story. So, if you want to be a part of this please let me know. This
week we will have a Puzzle and Treasure hunt to discover the story of Joseph and how it all
happened.

We also plan on making matza and charoset from different lands, practising our play, discovering
who the 4 sons were and what are the parts of the seder we will lead. And once again we need lots
of parents and adults to come around for our first mini courses which will start in March. March 7
and 14  from 9.30-10.30am also with yummy coffee and cake. I need to confirm but I think it will be
Jewish History from the Ottoman Empire to Present How did it shape our reality today?

 

 

st

th

th
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 Making Mishloach Manot parcels for senior community members.

 Studying Hebrew
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Backdrop for the Purim play

 

 

Introduction to Judaism

We are bursting at the seams. We had to move out of the library and into the hall to accommodate
our large class. We are so lucky to have them. They all have amazing stories. Please introduce
yourselves and engage with these keen and interesting students. As part of the course, they are
supposed to volunteer in one of our numerous activities and committees which go on at our shul.
Please feel free to invite them to participate in a project which you are working on in the
community or to send a description of something you need volunteers for
to educator@bethshalom.org.nz so I can let them know about it.

 

Contact: educator@bethshalom.org.nz

Ph: 027 765 3677  . Your place to make friends and build community.

mailto:educator@bethshalom.org.nz
https://yourlink.here/
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Ritcom Reports .. Pesach 2021
 

Miriam’s Cup

Our Pesach seder leader, Chris Milton, recently introduced Miriam’s Cup into the Haggadah service
that we use. Here is an article from My Jewish Learning which explains more about Miriam’s Cup
and gives options for how it may be used. Some of these options are not suitable for use during a
world pandemic but it is nevertheless interesting to read about the various practices. We will be
sure only to use Miriam’s cup in a safe way.

In describing “a new ritual object,” this article looks at an innovation that a number of people have
added to the Seder.

Obviously, many traditionalists would not take part in this ritual or other innovations discussed in
related articles in this section. For many liberal Jews, these new rituals are of great importance and
are even viewed by some lay leaders as a new development in modern halakhah. Reprinted with
permission from www.ritualwell.org.

What is a Miriam’s Cup?

A Miriam’s Cup is a new ritual object that is placed on the seder table beside the Cup of Elijah.
Miriam’s Cup is filled with water. It serves as a symbol of Miriam’s Well, which was the source of
water for the Israelites in the desert. Putting a Miriam’s Cup on your table is a way of making your
seder more inclusive.

It is also a way of drawing attention to the importance of Miriam and the other women of the Exodus
story, women who have sometimes been overlooked but about whom our tradition says, “If it wasn’t
for the righteousness of women of that generation we would not have been redeemed from Egypt”
(Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 9b).

There are many legends about Miriam’s Well. It is said to have been a magical source of water that
followed the Israelites for 40 years because of the merit of Miriam. The waters of this well were said
to be healing and sustaining. Thus Miriam’s Cup is a symbol of all that sustains us through our own
journeys, while Elijah’s Cup is a symbol of a future Messianic time.

  

When and How to Use Miriam’s Cup

As Miriam’s Cup is still a new addition to the seder, its use is not fixed.
Some fill Miriam’s Cup at the very beginning of the seder. Miriam, after all,
appears at the very beginning of the Exodus story (watching over her
brother Moses in the Nile).

http://www.ritualwell.org/
https://www.sefaria.org/Sotah.9b?lang=he-en&utm_source=myjewishlearning.com&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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Starting with Miriam’s Cup is also a way of letting people know right from the beginning that your
seder is going to be a fully inclusive one. Also, since Elijah’s Cup comes at the end of the seder, it
is nice to use the two cups as a frame for your seder and begin with Miriam.

Others fill or raise Miriam’s cup after the recitation of the Ten Plagues and before the song dayyenu,
which carries the story of the Exodus through the crossing of the Red Sea and into the wilderness,
moments during which Miriam played an important role. Others use Miriam’s Cup along with Elijah’s
Cup toward the close of the seder, with Elijah representing the herald of the messiah, and Miriam, a
prophet, urging us to do the work to bring about redemption.

Another suggestion is to close the seder by passing around Miriam’s Cup for every one to take a
drink and to commit to carrying the seder’s themes with them beyond the night of the seder. Feel
free to use anyone or any combination of these ideas for incorporating Miriam’s Cup into your
seder.

You can either fill your Miriam’s Cup with water from a pitcher, or you can invite everyone at the
table to pour some water from their drinking glasses into Miriam’s Cup. Everyone contributing water
emphasizes that we each have a role in reviving the stories of women and in sustaining the Jewish
people on our journey.

There is no set blessing over Miriam’s Cup but you might want to use the following declaration:

“Zot Kos Miryam, kos mayim hayim. Zeikher l’yitziat Mitztrayim.

This is the Cup of Miriam, the cup of living waters. Let us remember the Exodus from Egypt. These
are the living waters, God’s gift to Miriam, which gave new life to Israel as we struggled with
ourselves in the wilderness. Blessed are You God, Who brings us from the narrows into the
wilderness, sustains us with endless possibilities, and enables us to reach a new place.”
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CLICK HERE FOR THE MARCH SERVICE ROSTER

Prayers for Healing Group
A group of Beth Shalom members has commenced, to think of and pray for individuals in our community, who are
in need of healing.

The idea is that this group is not an organised group or minyan. Simply, caring people who, when made aware of
the need, help healing with the power of prayer.

And that families in distress might receive comfort from the knowledge that this is taking place.

Caring for the unwell is part of being a community.

For those interested, I can supply articles: “The Jewish Way in Healing”, and some scientific research on the
positive power of prayer in healing.

If you wish to be part of this group

Or, if you know of someone who is unwell that would appreciate our prayer

Please contact Leon Goldwater or Christine O’Brien at shul office

Leon: ldgoldwater@gmail.com 020 403 88054

Christine: office@bethshalom.org.nz 524 4139

https://bethshalom.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Service-roster-March-2021-AdarNisan-5781-1.pdf
mailto:ldgoldwater@gmail.com
mailto:office@bethshalom.org.nz
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Rabbi John Levi AC
 

 

Rabbi John Levi AC (Victoria,
Australia) was recently awarded
COMPANION OF THE ORDER (AC)
for eminent service to Judaism
through seminal roles with
religious, community and historical
organisations, to the advancement
of interfaith understanding,
tolerance and collaboration, and to
education.  

 

 

Dear everyone at Beth Shalom and Olga the President

Thank you.

Auckland and its congregation is certainly at the heart of my memories of New Zealand which
stretch back to 1959, in fact before you were all born!

I made some wonderful friends in those days and a special friend, the late Brian Fox. And then, of
course, you produced Rabbi Maayan Turner of Jerusalem. Not bad for a congregation that had to
struggle to breathe in those early days.

I appreciated your mazal tov very much,

John

  

 



/



/

It's Hard to be a Loud Jew 
A conversation between activist Eve Barlow and Sari Rosenberg about what it means to be a proud
Jew and Zionist. 

Earlier this month I had the privilege to Zoom with music and pop journalist Eve Barlow 
who has recently gained attention on the internet as a Jewish and Zionist activist.

A millenial and Scotland native now living in Los Angeles, Barlow has experienced Anti-Semitism in
the UK and in America, and warns the rest of the world is being complacent in the clear rise of this 
ancient hatred.

Anti-Semitism is frequently viewed by the media and liberal audiences as a form 
of white supremacy that solely comes from the right, yet it it also apparent on the left and 
disguised as the harsh criticism of Israel, rather than an attack on Jewish people.

Barlow and Idiscussed as progressive young women how we can fight Anti-Semitism masked as
‘social justice’ efforts like the Boycott, Divest, Sanction (BDS) movement that degrade Jews’ ability
to 
have our own land and political power, and ultimatelly threaten our survival as a people. She 
encourages Jewish pride in the public sphere, and praises the work of other young people who 
dedicate themselves to normalizing conversations around Anti-Semitism and calling out attacks 
on Jewish people.

 
Barlow prides herself on documenting untold stories in her writing and she became 
alarmed by the seemingly universal attitude on the political left around the 2019 United 
Kingdom General election, which created an atmosphere where Anti-semitic and Anti-Zionist 
views were able to flourish. She felt obligated to act when her entire social circle, many of whom 
work in the music industry, hold liberal beliefs and are not outwardly bigoted themselves, 
advocated for Jeremy Corbyn, a supposed Anti-Semite, and “refused to listen to the concerns of 
the Jewish community.”

Wiley, a prominent British rapper and the “godfather” of the musicgenre called Grime, came to
Barlow’s attention last summer due to a malicious Anti-Semitic Twitter thread for which he refused
to apologize (he eventually was dropped by his management). Barlow sees incidents like this one
as not only a single case of bigotry, but as a piece of evidence for the normalization of Anti-
Semitism in the music industry. 
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Her unique position with the pop culture world allows for a stronger connection to a 
diverse swathe of people who struggle to engage with this issue - consequently, there came an 
increase of @evebarlow on Instagram and the return of @eve_barlow on Twitter to call out 
Anti-Semitism from politicians, celebrities, and everyday people. Many single out Jews and 
Israel using the 3D’s of Antisemitism -- the delegitimization of Israel, the demonization of Israel 
and the subjection of Israel to double standards -- while others hate Jews for the same reason 
they hate BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and immigrants: because we are different.

Barlow explained in her opinion why antisemitism is rising worldwide: 
 

“People do not understand Jewish identity. They don’t understand what 
Anti-Semitism is. They don’t understand the Israel/Palestine conflict. They only 
understand that they are obsessed with it and they don’t get that that is Anti-Semitism. 
And they don’t have any education about us. It's unfair that the onus falls upon Jewish 
people to teach the world about that, but [what] it also exposed that I concentrate on more 
is that we don’t know enough about ourselves and that us, as Jews, need to be as strong as 
we can and empower ourselves with knowledge. So that's why I got louder about 
Anti-Semitism and that's why it's my daily online action.”

 
One obstacle to properly addressing Anti-Semitism among other forms of hate is our 
ability to seperate our religion from our identity if we choose. She rightly claimed American 
Jews do not want to talk about race because of Ashkenazi-normativity, which falsely categorizes 
all Jews as white. She stated: “American Jews are apologizing for their whiteness. That is 
affecting Jews in countries where Jewish people do not have the security to do so.”

 
My image of a Jewish person was impacted by my time at a leadership institute in 
Jerusalem with 150 South American Jews who had different rituals, appearances and history; I 
hope other American Jews have the opportunity to engage with Jews from outside the US, 
especially those who are not Ashkenazi who offer unique perspectives on the dire need to stop 
Anti-Semitism and have a safe home for the Jewish people.

 
From the tragic Tree of Life synagogue shooting in the fall of 2018 to the constant 
vandalism of European synagogues and cemeteries with swastikas to frightening shirts and 
signs at the pro-Trump riot at the US Capitol in early January, there is no doubt Anti-Semitism is 
still omnipresent.
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The American Jewish Committee reported in November of 2020: “ While Jews account for less
than 2% of the American population, the new FBI Hate Crimes Statistics report found that more
than 60% of religious-based hate crimes in 2019 targeted Jews, an increase of 14% over 2018. ”
This scary truth is not always aparent in cities with thriving Jewish communities; however, this is due
to the nature of Anti-Semitism that Barlow identifies as being the most malicious because of its
long term intent to dismantle the Jewish state and endanger the continuation of the Jewish
people.

Much of the Anti-Zionism I see on social media from teenagers and young adults originates from
credible organizations that single out Israel for their injustices. For instance, the United Nations
General Assembly condemned Israel 17 times last year, with the rest of the world only being
condemned a total of six times (I am against the Israeli occupation of the West Bank 
and recognize the severity of the situation, but still believe that condemning Israel 17 times is 
excessive).

This statistic is being taught at elite universities in classes on ethnic studies and 
international relations without proper spaces for productive dialogue on why Israel chooses to 
maintain some military authority in the West Bank alongside the Palestinian Authority for the 
security of its citizens.

 
Barlow explained the prevalence and severity of Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism in 
college was “really bad, but not as bad as what you guys [current college students] are 
experiencing on American campuses.”

Universities and institutions heavily influence young people's views on their duty to do social
action that has led to the increase of Anti-Zionist leaders in politics.

In her Tablet magazine article titled Wake Up America, and Smell the Anti-Semitism Barlow lays out
how those with leftist political beliefs disguise, sometimes unknowingly, their Anti-Semitism. “The
left denies Jews the human right to seek refuge in their own land, while advocating for these same
rights for others at their expense.

The left does all these things not on fringe websites or in meetings in someone’s basement like the
right does, but in classrooms at some of America’s finest universities, and in impeccably edited
reviews and journals aimed at people with graduate degrees.” Non Jewish left leaning students are
more easily becoming Anti Zionists because of misconceptions portraying Israel as a colonial
empire with a defined class system and immoral military. Too many claim to support their fellow
Jewish students but then, without personal reasons, do not identify as Zionist, even though they
want Jews to be safe.
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This hypocritical reality occurs when students do not understand what it means to be Zionist - I
define 
being Zionist as supporting the self determination of the Jewish people in our ancient homeland 
of Israel - and fail to recognize that maintaining a Jewish state is not mutually exclusive with 
additionally creating a Palestinian state. If students are taught what Zionism entails, and not what 
it has morphed into because of misinformation on the Internet, perhaps more young people 
would identify as Zionist and understand the necessity of a Jewish homeland.

 
I come from a liberal American Northeast suburb that declares itself to be accepting and 
welcoming of Jews, but will not bring the issue of Anti-Zionism into the forefront of other 
conversations around bigotry and discrimination in the communitiy.

Barlow and I both recognize that legitimatly criticizing Israel is not Anti-Semitic, but when those
judgments become reasons for Israel not to be a Jewish country, it jeopardizes our safety and
dignity.

Historical Anti-Semitism has placed the Jewish people in a unique position to have our own
homeland. Yet, non Jews or those uneducated on our tragic past can fail to recognize the need for
a safe heaven because of our current societal success.

America is not as safe for Jews as we tell ourselves, Barlow insists, and Jew’s inability to recognize
this reality is problematic if we feel uneasy pointing out our peers, colleagues, and friends Anti-
Semitic remarks. 
 

Barlow especially worries about the exclusion and bullying of what she calls ‘Bad Jews’ 
who refuse to diminish their Jewish identity in order to be accepted in certain spaces.

I guess Barlow and I are both ‘Bad Jews’ because we are loud about who we are and not afraid to
stand up for others.

I originally planned to conclude this first blog post with a list of actions that Jews and allies can
take to fight Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism. But there is no rule book to fighting a 2,000 years old
hatred besides ensuring that Jewish identity is not diminished for other people's comfort. If Jewish
students like me on Zionist gap year programs in Israel do not ulitize our platforms on social media
and our international social networks to, like Barlow, speak out against Anti-Semitism, then who
will?

 
The late Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, chief Rabbi of the UK, spoke at “ The Future of the 
Jewish Communities in Europe” Conference at The European Parliament in 2016 about how we 
need to address Anti-Semitism as if it is a virus, spreading through a population and mutating 
rapidly.

He stated, “ The appearance of Anti-Semitism in a culture is the first symptom of a disease, the
early warning sign of collective breakdown.”
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Similarities between the COVID-19 pandemic and the spreading of Anti-Semitism in Europe and
America include both impacting all types of people and being harmful to everyones’ wellbeing,
whether or not they are a victim of the virus. By letting go of our national and ethnic identities,
we’ve come together to attempt to eliminate this virus from our planet by making scientific and
societal progress. We need to adapt this mentality to confidently identify Anti-Zionism as modern
Anti-Semitism and fight this virus alongside the Coronavirus before it becomes something more
radical and threatening to the Jewish people.

 
Anti-Semitism existed long before the Coronavirus and the frightening reality is that it 
may be present after we have defeated the virus. We have the power to change the course of 
history for the better, so let’s take advantage of this opportunity to eliminate Anti-Semitism once 
and for all.  
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Rachel and Caleb Zussman's Drash 20
February 2021 
Caleb:

Terumah is all about the building of the tabernacle, the tabernacle being the temple that the
Israelites used while in the desert. God instructs Moses how to build the tabernacle and Moses
instructs the Israelites in turn. The instructions on how to build the tabernacle are very exact and
repetitive in many places. One thing that God asks for is that the Israelites present gifts from the
heart that can be used for the tabernacle. The purpose of the tabernacle was a place where God
resided. Since God does not need a physical place to reside I think the real purpose of the
Tabernacle was important to the Jewish people because of the fact that it was a physical space
where they could feel close to God. In our modern world the synagogue is the physical place
where we can feel close to God but it is also an important place for us to feel like a community as it
is the place where we see and speak to each other most often. This portion helps us see the
importance of the space we share and it is especially relevant today because we cannot be
together physically.

Rachel:

As I was doing some reading about today's portion I was attracted to the idea that what made the
tabernacle such a divine and sacred place, was not God but the people. Moses was asked to
collect many materials for the tabernacle, but only from those whose hearts so moved them. By
donating materials, time, and physical strength to the building of the tabernacle, the Jews gave the
tabernacle its value. And because the tabernacle benefited the whole community, they gained
collective ownership of that value. It was a monument to the willingness of people to work together
and donate for the benefit of the community, and that’s what made the tabernacle a sacred space.

This idea triggered two lines of thought for me. The first was that if the effort of a community in
creating a space is what makes it sacred, then this zoom service holds its own incredible value. We
are here today because of the work of many people, not just in the last week but in the last year as
our community had to adapt to provide services over zoom during much longer, tougher
lockdowns. In recognising the time and effort that so many have donated to allow today’s service to
happen, including everyone who has come today, I am struck by the incredible sacredness of this
space.

The second line of thought was a little more meandering. It’s interesting that most of this portion is
dedicated to describing the construction of the tabernacle in quite dry, exacting detail. As a
scientist, I recognise this level of detail in the kind of instructions I would write for myself when
performing experiments in the lab. Not the concise methods that go in a thesis or paper for other
labs to reproduce, but the protocol that includes which cupboards you can find everything in. The
kind that you don’t have to think to follow, and in fact it’s probably better if you don’t think. Just do
as the protocol says and you will succeed. Those are the kind of instructions given in Terumah.
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At a time when Beth Shalom is currently exploring how we can adapt for the future to best serve our
community’s needs, I think it’s easy to see ourselves in this portion, and to be a little envious.
Because there is no protocol for us on how to build a progressive Jewish community in New
Zealand. We are left to create our own. And I know, from experience in the lab, that creating your
own protocol is really hard. You have to figure out which of many potential variations will work for
your research by getting in the lab and testing the experiment. Most of the time, it will fail. You
learn, slowly, from each failure, how not to run your experiment until you finally learn how to make it
work.

It can be very disheartening to be in the middle of failure, still unable to see the end result. And, in
a way, that’s where we are as a community right now. Stuck at a point where we are still trying to
learn what the right path for our community is. But I want to make it clear that what feels like failure:
the wrong turns, the disagreements, the time spent questioning, are all necessary to get where we
want to go. And it’s work. Work that people are doing because their hearts moved them to do it.
And not everyone’s contribution will look the same. Terumah shows us that the tabernacle is built
from a range of materials: from the more commonplace like acacia wood, to the rare and expensive
like gold. All are equally required for the tabernacle to fulfill God’s instructions.

In Terumah cubits are used as the unit of measurement, which is the distance from the elbow to the
tip of the middle finger. As Chris is fond of pointing out, her cubit would be a lot smaller than most.
But when you have a community working together to build a tabernacle, the cubits will average out.

A lot of people are discussing Beth Shalom’s future at the moment, in a lot of different ways. We
may disagree, we may explore some wrong turns, and at times we may feel a little lost. As long as
we are participating, we are building our tabernacle and making it sacred. The strength and
resilience that allowed us to be here in this service today makes me hopeful and excited for our
future.
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Community Care ...
Hi Everyone, 

We hope you have been enjoying the summer months. Shame we had to go into lockdown again
although fortunately it was for a short time, and for the greater good. A reminder to us all perhaps
that we can’t get complacent. We know we are luckier than most countries and must work to keep
it that way.

 

In the meantime stay safe: keep track of where you have been by scanning the QR codes or signing
in, wear a face covering when required, wash your hands with soap and water or sanitise, cough or
sneeze into your elbow and remember to respect one another’s physical space if you need to be
out and about.

 

We had our first Community Care meeting for this year and are very excited to be looking forward to
another year of caring and supporting our lovely community. Some of last years’ members were
unable to return this year, and we would like to thank them for all the help and support they gave
us last year.

 

Left to right, Ora Lefebvre. Chris Shiller, Barbara Sandler, Lita Summerfield, Sandra van Eden, Bill
Merrill, Lorna Orbell and Sandra Brickman.
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We would like to welcome back the returning members, and some new faces. It is wonderful to
have you all on board.  And talking of ‘board’, we also welcome Sandra van Eden, who will be our
Beth Shalom Board rep, helping us to liaise with the Board so that we can all be ‘on the same page’
and work in unison.

Please remember, we are here to help you in any way we can, and once again, ask you to give us
the information we need to be able to do that.

We also ask the families of older parents to let us know too, if there is any way we can help, support
and/or give comfort to your loved ones. Remember that we are here for the whole community from
babies to the geriatrics. (The older members also get support from SOS, Senior Outreach Service.)
We also want to share your simchas, so let us know if you have new baby additions to your family, an
engagement, wedding, special Anniversary or any celebration. 

 

At the end of this month we see the start of Pesach and the Community Seder, a wonderful way for
the congregation to get together to share a meaningful story and a meal. If any of you want to
attend and need a lift, please let us know and we will do our best to get one for you.

Take care and stay safe.

 

Lita (Chairperson) and the Community Care Team.

 

Contact:

Chris Shiller 021 177 4934shiller@iorcon.net.nz

Lita Summerfield 021 297 9462 (TEXT ONLY)

serendipitylns40@gmail.com

Lorna Orbell 022 026 2897chaim@slingshot.co.nz

Or contact the office 09 524 4139

 

--
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Auckland Jewish Burial & Benevolent Society Inc
As I sat to write this article for Teruah I found myself immersed in reading articles from a journal titled
European Judaism: A Journal for the New Europe which is a biannual academic   journal published in
association with the Progressive rabbinical Leo Baeck College and the Michael Goulston Education
Foundation.

What a great find - and available online for free if you are a member of the endlessly wonderful Auckland
Libraries. I found my way to it through a general Google search on progressive bereavement practises in
order to send someone a variety of sources as they explore what kind of funeral they might want for
themselves and their family.

Amongst other articles, I found an article titled The Psychological Benefits of the Traditional Jewish
Mourning Rituals: Have the changes instituted by the progressive movement enhanced or diminished
them? 

The article was filled with many interesting questions around our practices in relation to Orthodox
practices as well as exploring the purposes that different rituals serve in the varying stages of
experiencing grief. I enjoyed finding a quote from respected Liberal Rabbi in the UK and Jamaica - Rabbi
Bobby Hooker - he is the uncle of our congregant Ruth Ketko.

If you would like to read a copy of the article feel free to request it from the office. I will ask Christine to
send you a .pdf copy - or you can go to Auckland Libraries and search on the articles tab of the catalogue
- it may lead you to uncovering a range of new Jewish reading and learning. For example I enjoyed finding
and reading the work of Rabbi Sheila Shulman z”l. She writes about the dialogical core of being Jewish -
of Buber's I/Thou and of women and prophets and of being a feminist and lesbian and of being
invisiabilised in our traditions and being compelled in work to create change and of the dialogical core of
being Jewish..... It's a great study of Tanach as well as a broader philosophical piece on being Jewish in
contemporary times.

Talking of contemporary times - a reminder that if you know of others or you yourself are requiring
assistance due to health, economic or social difficulties that the committee consider confidential
approaches for assistance. Please do not hesitate to ask.

We will be holding our AGM after Pesach in April. Watch for the announcement of a date and time.
The current board is made up of Sue Berman {President], Sue Pezaro [Secretary] David Singer [Treasurer]
and board members Stephanie Markson, Viv Jospehs and David Zussman. If you are interested in serving
on this committee please let us know so we can talk through the work and your interests. Nominations
will be open to all members.

Just a reminder that membership of Beth Shalom is separate to membership of the B&B. Please let the
office know if you would like to be sent membership forms for the B&B.

To know more about the work of the B&B please contact:

Sue Berman 021 051 3589 or 

Sue Pezaro 021 826 440


