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Rabbi Dean’s Column

A verse jumped out at me from the Torah portion
Mas'ei. It has been stuck in my mind and my heart
ever since. The text recounts the complete journey
from Nile to Jordan. It begins like this:

‘They set out from Rameses in the first month, on
the fifteenth day of the first month. It was on the
morrow of the Passover offering that the Israelites
started out defiantly, in plain view of all the
Egyptians. The Egyptians meanwhile were burying
those among them whom the Eternal had struck
down, every [male] first-born" (Numbers 33:3-4).

The Egyptians were burying their dead. It sent me
back to the original account, in the Book of Exodus.
That account is all rush and hush, mentioning only
the Hebrews' hurried preparations.

There is no reference there to the Egyptian dead,
other than that they had died. There is no mention of
Egyptian grief. There is no mention of Egyptian loss.
It is a lacuna, a present absence. The Egyptians
feature there only to "urge the people on, impatient
to have them leave the country” (Exodus 33:12). It
is as if the Israelites, in their triumph, shock, and pain,
walked by their captors literally blind to Egyptian
suffering.

I imagine long lines of Israelites as they begin their
trek. They march past Egyptians who kneel in the
dirt, digging mass graves and farewelling their loved
ones. The Egyptians look up, expecting a nod, a tear,
a wave. They wail but the Israelites hear only the
wind. It is a meeting of the dead and deadened
hearts.

But this week, in Parashat Mas'ei, when the story is
re-told, the darkness is lifted somehow.

The Israelites see for the first time what went
unseen before: the Egyptians burying their dead,
grieving their loss. Suddenly, they recognise the pain
of their oppressors. What was absent suddenly
appears — like a gaping pit when the cover is
removed.

More astounding, perhaps, than the original blindness,
is the eventual seeing. Now, forty years and many
kilometres later, the children of slaves can appreciate
that theirs isn't the only tale of woe. Their captors,
too, experienced loss. No one got out unscathed.

We would have understood, had the fleeing Hebrews
never noticed, or even ignored, Egyptian pain. But
what's extraordinary is the radical empathy they
eventually show—the ability they acquire to feel the
feelings of their captors, to remember what their
parents had missed.

Empathy is the experience of other people’'s
emotions as if they were our own. Empathy is more
than knowing what someone else is going through.
It is feeling what someone else is going through, in
your own body, your own kishkes.

(continued next page)
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Radical Empathy, then, at least for me, is the
ability to empathise with the enemy, the
oppressor, the victor.

It's the capacity to imagine their feelings despite
our own pained and battered state. It is an
extraordinary, even revolutionary act. It means
that the victim retained his full humanity, his
ability to move beyond himself, regardless of the
crime perpetrated against him.

Through radical empathy, someone who has been
made an object reclaims her standing as a
subject.

The midrash teaches radical empathy when the
sea slams shut over the pursuing Egyptian
soldiers. What happened in heaven then? God
chastises the angels: "How can you rejoice
when my children are drowning!”

Dear Community member,

Can we see the suffering of our enemies? Even if
we disagree with their ideology, their message,
their narratives, can we at least recognise their
pain? When we do, we acknowledge our shared
humanity and allow a better story to emerge.

We Jews are the inheritors of a tradition that
acknowledges the humanity and suffering of
everyone, even the oppressor.

Our tradition invites us to share God's perception,
the ultimate bird's-eye view, the infinite reality that
grieves and rejoices at once, that gathers up the
pain of the victim, and soaks up the pain of the
perpetrator and, in a move that's so often beyond
our human capacity, holds them both. God cradles
them and rocks them, gently, gently, to sleep.

~~ END ~~

As part of our ongoing commitment to ensure the New Zealand Jewish Council reflects the views

and priorities of our community, we have prepared a short survey to hear directly from you.

Your feedback will help us understand what matters most to our stakeholders and ensure the

Council continues to act on the concerns that affect you.

The survey takes about 5-10 minutes to complete and is completely anonymous. We would be

grateful if you could complete it by 31 July.

https: / /docs.google.com/forms/d/e/TFAIpQLScopttOM8I6xOFu9PSt4V 6 ghzkI9 FSUBK5uaRrF
MC70RLMAZzA /viewform?usp=dialog_

www bethshalom.org.nz
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A Message from our NEW

President

Gillian Wess-Bercovitch

I embark on my role as President of Beth Shalom
with feelings of gratitude, excitement and deep
responsibility. I felt strongly that the position of
President should not continue to remain vacant, and
that I could contribute my governance and
executive leadership expertise to this role. I am
grateful to my fellow Board members for their
support, and to the members at the Special General
Meeting for their endorsement.

Stepping into this role I wish to acknowledge all the
past presidents of Beth Shalom. Each has contributed
to the strength, vitality and longevity of our
congregation with their hard work and commitment.
[ trust I will be able to follow their example.

[ am especially grateful for the leadership of Rabbi
Dean. His wisdom, compassion and vision continue
to enrich our synagogue and inspire our community.
As President, one of my important responsibilities
will be to support his leadership and to work in close
partnership with him, our Board, our staff team, and
our many dedicated volunteers.

I look forward to listening, learning and
working with you all. Together I hope we can
continue to strengthen our community
across the generations, honour our heritage,
care for one another, welcome new
members, and create meaningful
opportunities for Jewish learning, worship and
connection.
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Community ‘Highlights’
Appreciation message from Sarah Livschitz

Dear Beth Shalom community,

Thank you so much for the pounamu yad which
Rabbi Dean presented to me upon my ordination
as rabbi. When I hold it, I feel the love and care
each of you imbued into it. Receiving it was a
highlight of my ordination. A special thank you to
Leonard, for carving it with such skill

Beth Shalom was central to my Jewish formation.
When my family moved to New Zealand from
South Africa, we didn't know anybody. You

ensured that we felt truly at home, inviting us to

Shabbat dinners, supporting us through lifecycle :

events (including my bat mitzvah), and deepening Read more and see pictures of

our connection to Judaism. the ‘Pounamu’ yad to Sarah in
the article by Leonard

Bloksberg on page 8 & 9.

On the day that I became a rabbi, I was
particularly remembering my beloved Aunty
Rachel (Rachel Rich-Dennys) z'l, and my Torah
teacher Chris Shiller, both of whom were central in
my Jewish journey.

I continue to hold Beth Shalom's welcoming and
supportive atmosphere as a model of community,
and it has been a guiding force throughout
rabbinical school The yad you gifted me will be a
constant reminder of my kiwi roots, pointing me in
the right direction.

Nga mihi nui,
Rabbi Sarah Livschitz

www bethshalom.org.nz Page 6 Tamuz-Av 5786
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Statement on Religious Diversity 4th Edition Launch (NZ Human Rights

Commission)

it

Picture: (L-R) Paul Wilton, Dean Pe'er, Melissa Derby, Rabbi Dean & Gillian Wess

The Human Rights Commission recently published a
Statement on Religious Diversity in Aotearoa New
Zealand (4th Edition). Commissioner Melissa Derby
led the project.

Commissioner Derby met with several dozen
community groups from across the country,
soliciting input. That included Beth Shalom's
Executive Committee - Gillian Wess, Tamara
Liebman, Nan Jensen, and Rabbi Dean Shapiro who
held two positive and wide-ranging conversations
with her.

On 1 July, Rabbi Dean, Gillian, and Shaliach Dean
Pe'er represented Beth Shalom at the launch.
Beth Shalom member Paul Wilton also attended,
representing the Auckland Interfaith Council.

We join with other religious and ethnic
communities — indeed, all people of good will -
in hoping for a country that is tolerant and
accepting, where all are free to practise their
religion, or no religion, in peace. We look
forward to working with the Human Rights
Commission as they create projects to translate
these important ideals into actions that enhance
social cohesion on these shores.

~ Rabbi Dean Shapiro

Crafty Club - Sharing Skills and having Fun Learning

X

Picture: Judith Hunt sharing her knitting skills with Faith Kerekerel

www bethshalom.org.nz

e/
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Our next Crafty Club will meet on Saturday July
25th, 12:30 - 2pm in the shul hall

People of all ages and skills are very welcome.
Come and share your crafty talents with the group,

maybe learn some new skills as well while enjoying
good conversation and refreshments.

Tamuz-Av 5786
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Ordination Gift for

Sarah Livschitz

Leonard Bloksberg

I remember a lovely couple coming into Beth

Shalom for the first time, one of the many new

immigrants from South Africa, with the most
adorable little girl with blond curls bouncing

everywhere. Harvey and Jenny Livschitz became
good friends and I have many fond memories of
working bees and cycle rides and festive meals

at their home. Harvey and Jenny had 2 lovely
girls who grew up at Beth Shalom, Sarah and
Meira. Both were lovely little girls with very

different temperaments and they have grown

into 2 lovely young women. Sarah was always
precociously mature and a joy in Sunday school

so it was a great pleasure but no surprise to

hear that Sarah had decided to go to Seminary
school to become a Rabbi. I believe Sarah is our
first Beth Shalom Sunday School graduate to be

ordained as a Rabbi.

It was a great honour to be asked to create a
Pounamu Yad for Sarah Livschitz to be
presented to her as an ordination gift. Rabbi
Dean offered to pay and I agreed on the
condition that I could add some extra as my
portion of the gift. As a stone carver and
jewelry maker, this is the most rewarding kind
of work in my business Crystillery

(https:/ /www.crystillery.com /), where I get to
know the person personally and I get to make
something unique and meaningful, just for them.

[ started by looking through some of my

pounamu and I selected a thick, paddle shaped
slice of Pipiwharauroa (Chatoyant) Pounamu. I

was thinking of a dark clear glassy green but
this stone spoke to me of Sarah.

Pipiwharauroa Pounamu is named after the
vibrant native shining cuckoo, and it is a
breathtaking form of New Zealand nephrite,
renowned for its chatoyant shimmer-a
radiant play of light that dances like sunlight
through leaves. Its captivating glow reflects
the spirit of the forest, alive and ever-
changing.

This stone is a taonga of perseverance and
mastery, reminding us that great gifts often
come through dedication and respect for the
natural world.

Rooted in Maori wisdom, Pipiwharauroa
Pounamu is believed to:

* llluminate the path with clarity, inspiration,
and spiritual insight

* Strengthen the connection between light
and life, awakening wairua (spirit)

* Encourage resilience and gentle strength
through challenges

* Serve as a living voice of the forest,
carrying ancestral blessings and protection

To hold or wear Pipiwharauroa Pounamu is to
carry a shimmering story of light in the
shadows - a reminder that the voice of the
land is always singing, inviting us to listen
deeply and walk with heart.

[Continued next page]
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Piptwharauroa is difficult to work with and does
not hold fine detail, but I know, as a carver, that
if I keep the flow broad and flowing that the
stone will be strong. I shaped the handle until it
felt good in my hand and then I carved the hand
of God, using my right hand as a model.

What remained was a square section in the
middle and I used the four sides to create 4
symbols for Sarah. On the top is a Magen David,
a Jewish symbol of protection, carved into the
stone and inlayed with 24 carat gold. On the
right I carved Sarah's name in Hebrew letters
hr$, also inlayed with 24 carat gold.

On the left I carved a Hebrew anagram of
Sarah's name, Shin - Yud - Lamed, again, inlayed
with 24 carat gold. Finally, on the bottom of the
square section is a special symbol for Sarah.

www bethshalom.org.nz
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The Taniwha is a Maori symbol of protection,
but more specifically, feminine protection, to
complement the Magen David on top.

I spoke to Harvey about what symbols Sarah
most resonates with and he told the Koru so
the tail of the Taniwha is a koru. And, just
because it is Sarah's Taniwha, the eye of the
Taniwha is Sarah's birthstone, Turquoise. The
Taniwha is not inlayed with gold because it is
more personal, just for Sarah.

Rabbi Dean took this beautiful Pounamu Yad

to the ordination ceremony in Los Angeles
and presented it to Sarah.

Tamuz-Av 5786
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YACHAD -Term Three 2026

Throughout the first half of the year, our Yachad
programme has continued to strengthen our children’'s
connection to Judaism through shared learning,
meaningful friendships and a strong sense of
community.

Term 3 Jewish Values sessions will begin on Sunday
26 July. During Term 3 our learning will centre on the
Jewish value of Shalom. We will explore the many
meanings of shalom - including peace, wholeness,
harmony, and wellbeing, and consider how this
important value can guide our relationships and
actions. Students will learn Hebrew songs about peace
and become familiar with key Hebrew words and ideas
connected to shalom.

We will also learn about Shabbat, exploring its rituals,
traditions, blessings, and prayers, and how Shabbat can
create peace and balance in our lives.

As the Jewish calendar moves toward the High
Holy Day season, we will explore Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, and then Sukkot, examining how
themes of reflection, community, gratitude,
forgiveness and renewal connect to the value of
Shalom.

Through stories, discussions, music, and hands-on
activities, students will deepen their understanding
of this central Jewish value and its relevance to
everyday life.

Our weekly interactive Hebrew language online
classes will commence in the week beginning 20
July and will continue to provide wonderful
opportunities for learning and connection.

July 2026
TUESDAY WEDMESDAY E THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY | SUMDAY
01 02 03 04 05
School Holidays
A luly - 19 July
06 o7 08 09 10 11 12
Matariki
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 24 25 26
Term 3 starts
Jewsh Values
2.00 - 4.00pm
27 28 29 30

www bethshalom.org.nz Page
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Sathya Sai Interfaith 2026

Reflections

~ -

by Leonard Bloksberg

On Sunday, 14 June, I (Leonard Bloksberg) and my
daughter (Elena Bloksberg) represented the Jewish
community at a Sathya Sai interfaith event.

This event was designed by their youth (15-30) and
they asked for a 10 minute activity to share the core
values of your religion. Essentially, all of the attendees
were from the Sathya Sai community and all the
people from visiting religions were at their stations
presenting.

There were 7 stations that ran concurrently so people
could engage with the activity in small groups. The 7
traditions represented were Christian, Muslim, Hindu,
Buddhism, Judaism, Maori and Zoroastrianism.

Elena and I were the only group with an activity (as
requested) while all of the other groups had a 10
minute Powerpoint lecture. Elena was busy with
exams so [ wrote the program and we presented it
together.

I chose to summarize the core values of Judaism as
Tikkun Olam, supported by B'tzelem Elohim and
Kedushah.

Picture: Leonard & Elena Bloksberg

Tikkun Olam is about repairing the world or completing
creation.

The Jewish concept is about the small daily things we
each do to make the world a better place. B'tzelem
Elohim, is about being created in the image of God.

The Jewish concept of God does not have a body or
gender, so this is about our ability to love, to create,
and that spark of divine dignity in every person, Jewish
or not.

Kedushah is about holiness. For Judaism, this is not
about prayer or what we do in synagogue; this is
about how we show up in life, jobs, school and family.

We don't pray and go to synagogue to find the
holiness that is missing in our daily lives, but rather to
help us remember to bring holiness into our everyday
lives.

We created 3 'flash cards” for each of these core
values, did a short introduction and invited people to
share 1 practical thing they can do in the coming
week to embody these values.
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We started with B'tzelem Elohim and invited people
to offer 1 thing they can do to acknowledge
themselves as a sacred being with divine dignity.
There was a big difference between the responses of
the men, the women and the children on this one.

The men wanted to talk about prayer and we had to
explain that prayer is good but Judaism calls on you
to acknowledge yourself as having divine dignity and
to honour yourself, so what will you do for you? The
women found it unusual to be given permission to
think of themselves when they are so used to putting
family first.

The children seemed to feel it was naughty to admit
to enjoying something and then they giggled as they
said they would make more time to play outside and
they would ask mom to let them eat noodles one
day this week.

The central card was Tikkun Olam and we invited
people to offer 1 thing they can do to make the
world a better place. Most started with going to
temple and prayer and we had to explain that prayer
and temple, in Judaism, are where we learn and get
inspiration for what we do in the world.

People then progressed to big things like feeding
the hungry and this came down to things like 'I'm
helping with the Sathya Sai food truck that brings
food to the hungry on Tuesday".

The last card was Kedoshim and we invited people
to offer 1 thing they can do to bring holiness to
what they do in their daily lives. Men's answers
leaned toward being more courteous driversetc.

Women leaned toward showing more presence
when caring for family. Children leaned toward
being more courteous and mindful when they do
things.

Elena and I both enjoyed the event and we got
very positive feedback from the organizers. It
would be great to have some support from other
members of the community next time we present at
the Satha Sai community.

~~ END -~
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High Holy Days At a glance
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Community
Security _is a Priority
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[Photo: Mark Day (L) & Chris Shiller (R)]

The CSG Office, based at Remuera, led by National
Security Officer - Mark Day, and Regional Security
Officer - Chris Tubby, conducted a 'scenario-based
training for our CSG volunteers, gate-greeters, service
leaders and Yachad parents.

A total of 7 volunteers attended the training and
expressed appreciation to Mark Day & Chris Tubby for
an effective, interactive and useful training session. This is
part of a series of training opportunities that the CSG
office plans to provide to all Jewish sites, in preparation
for High Holy Days.

CSC has allocated three (3) security vests for Beth
Shalom as worn by Chris Shiller. Appreciation to all who
attended the training as well as to the trainers.

Womens Refuge’s Appreciation to Beth Shalom

Todah Raba,

Auckland Women's Refuge long term relationship
with Beth Shalom Progressive Synagogue. The
relationship goes back prior to 2021 with our
donation Coordinator Lily Russell; both Nonga Stap

Mothers and teenage toiletries, hygiene products are
collected for intake setup and birthday or Xmas gifts.
During your festival of Passover, Easter eggs have
been collected for our children to celebrate Easter.

le In every pickup there is always some non - perishable

& my -self have taken over the pickup reins during  foods items that we place into food parcels for those

covid time to present date. Our point of contact is

that are struggling with debt or have no, or limited

the lovely Chris Shiller who is an amazing, organised income, due to their violent situations. During our
woman who informs the community what items we relationship with Beth Shalom, we have been

require.

Over the years, she has organised winter appeals

privileged to attend and speak at, your midwinter
lunches.

where warm PJs are collected, warm blankets, warm  we cannot thank you all enough for your continued

socks, underwear and warm coats to help keep out
the winter cold.

There have been drives to help new mothers - wit
nappies, baby milk formula and food, bedding for
basinets & cots. Clothing from newborn to teens

support - we do not have budgets to provide these
basic comforts of living. By receiving these donations,
families acknowledge there are people in the greater

h community to help support their journey towards
living free from violence; that they are not alone and
it helps lift them towards long term goals.

especially something new to be given as Xmas gifts

plus sweet treats during your Hanukkah festive
season. Supplies for school lunches: lunch boxes, dr

On behalf of the families that we serve, I would like
inkto thank you all for the ongoing support and please

bottle, snacks and sandwich fillings.Raffle funds have know that it is really appreciated. Peace to all of you

gone towards purchasing dry good staples &
cooking oils to place into food parcels.

and your families.
Donna Hill (Women'’s Refuge Coordinator)
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Join the Yachad Hebrew Teaching
Team!

We're looking for teachers to lead our Hebrew online

lessons in Term 3. Our weekly lessons are fully remote and
can be delivered online from your own home.

We use the ShalomLearning Hebrew curriculum, designed
for children aged 7 — 12, which makes lessons engaging,
interactive and fun. You don't need to be a qualified
teacher, although some experience working with children
or leading informal learning programmes would help!

If you enjoy working with children and would like to
support them in developing their Hebrew language skills,
we'd love to hear from you!

For more information, please contact Christine at
administrator(@bethshalom.org.nz.

UNION FOR | PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM B I E N N | A L C o N F E R E N C E

’
BYACHAD MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Image courtesy - canva.com

*Yachadt

Learning Together

KADIMA NOVEMBER 19TH - 22ND 2026

Moving forward together

Larry Lockshin and Sue Zablud Those shared conversations on the way to a
Co-Chairs UPJ 2026 Biennial Committee session, over dinner, on the flight home are where

real alignment is built.

This year's theme speaks to something we know you

understand deeply. The work we do in our The full program will be announced in August, and
congregations, on our boards, in our communities is we know it will give you much to look forward to.
most powerful when we do it together. When we are But we wanted to reach out now, while there is
connected, equipped, and moving in the same still time to plan and because we genuinely hope
direction with shared clarity and purpose.. to see you therel

Some of the most meaningful outcomes of past Register via this link:

Biennials have come not just from the sessions, but https: / / events humanitix.com / upj-beyachad-
from what happens when a President, Rabbi, board kadima- 2026

members, communal leaders and their teams,
experience it side by side.
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N L'dor V'dor |

B From generation to generation

From Bondi'to'New 76

A Personal Reflectionon a Changing World

The Book of Genesis

After Shabbat Morning Services _
11 July | I’Dor V’Dor speaker - Proi Kim Cunio

Next Session: 29 August .
29 JULY'2026, 12 PM - 1.30 PM

Beth Shalom
THIS EVENT WILL BE'HELD IN PERSON & ONLINE

/

and monthly throughout 2026 /

Approximately 11:15 AM - No R?gistratianjfdecess;ry

70 YEARS OF

BETH SHALOM

Commung'lty

Lunc
mz]zé%%e |

Sunday 19 July,
12.00pm

RSVP - coutact
the Office

Please bring your ticket with
you, as it is required for entry

‘Sacred Leadership: Journey, Responsibility, o e cien weurge youto

arrive at 7:00pm, as the

*
and Community impact’ program will commence at
7:15pm.
Also, note that parking
o i % restrictions (including tow -
A ; ham' ic \3\\ Mouday 3rd away zones) apply on Manukau
ik i REVD DR NYASHA GUMBEZE RABEI DEAN § Augwt 2026 Road until 7:00pm. However,
- IMam [BRAHIM KaraIsLI VD DR NYASHA GUMI ABBI DEAN SHAPIRO
mﬂm QueA MOSGUE, VICAR OF HENDERSON BETH SHALOM PROGRESSIVE RsVP unrestricted parking is available
2026 e TR R ESSENTIAL in nearby side streets, including
4 beth & :
shalom iracken Avenue and Epsom
PEARLOF THE SLANDS D~|7\"J nna venue.
We look forward to welcoming
you!

Get your FREE ticket via this link: https://events.humanitix.com/abrahamic-faiths-in-dialogue-2026
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Meir Alfassi

Commercial / Industrial
M 021 221 0155
E meir.alfassi@barfoot.co.nz

BARFOOTS

Fully certified

Auckland wide

From Bondi'to'New Zeal

A Personal Reflection'on a Changmg World

I’Dor V’Dor speaker - Proi Kim Cunio

29 JUIY 2026, 12’ PM-1.30'PM

THIS EVENT WILL BE'HELD IN PERSON & ONLINE

www.bethshalom.org.nz Page 17
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Security Notices

e B
Non-members and visitors

security PrOtOCOI (local or overseas) need to

contact the office to assist

SWIFT ENTRY AND EXIT with security clearance

Please enter and exit the gates swiftly, ensure

they are fully closed, process. Call 09 524 4139 or
email:
office@bethshalom.org.nz

NO ENTRY WITHOUT CLEARANCE . .

Please do not admit entry to anyone you do not
know. Please do not linger on the street in front.

7~
In case of emergency,

contact the Police first on
LARGE BAG RESTRICTIONS
Please refrain from bringing big bags to the 111 and then call CSG on

synagogue. They will be checked, and you might 0800 282 527
be refused entry.

BE ALERT AT ALL TIMES \ File incident reports with

Please have a heightened level of awareness and CSG at Report an Incident
vigilance at all events and services, be aware of e

threats, and report any suspicious activity. | Form Online

REPORT UNUSUAL ACTIVITY File police reports with NZ
If you see something unusual, report it to the Police at &port Incident
security guard, service leader or to the office.
Form Online
L 4

Items required to assist with security clearance requests:

e A valid photo ID

e Confirmation of Jewish heritage or member standing notification from home
Synagogue or Temple (or character references, social media information or
referral from a member of Beth Shalom can be provided if the above
confirmation is not available)
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https://csg.org.nz/report-an-incident/
https://csg.org.nz/report-an-incident/
https://webforms.police.govt.nz/en/form/hurt-damaged-stolen
https://webforms.police.govt.nz/en/form/hurt-damaged-stolen
https://webforms.police.govt.nz/en/form/hurt-damaged-stolen
tel:+6495244139
mailto:office@bethshalom.org.nz
https://bethshalom.org.nz/
https://bethshalom.org.nz/

Contact
Information

Board of Management

President: Gillian Wess-Bercovitch, president@bethshalom.org.nz_
Vice President - Nan Jensen, vice_president@bethshalom.org.nz
Treasurer: Tamara Liebman, treasurer@bethshalom.org.nz
Secretary: [Vacant], secretary@bethshalom.org.nz

Board of Management Members
Stephanie Richling, Hilary Hemmins, Ashley Strain, Hannah Rossiter and Rabbi Dean Shapiro (ex- officio)

Board of Trustees
David Kranz, Judith Marks, Peter Bruell

Rabbi
Rabbi Dean Shapiro, rabbi@bethshalom.org.nz

Tzedakah - Women’s Refuge

Donations are welcome from members or friends to support the Auckland Women's Refuge. Non-
perishable items, women's toiletries, winter appeal items, children’'s pyjamas etc, place your donations in
the designated bin in the foyer. Contact Chris Shiller - shiller@orcon.net.nz for assistance.

Prayers for Healing
If you would like our home prayer group to pray for healing—for yourself or someone close to you—
please contact the office - office@bethshalom.org.nz

Kvetch and Kvell: Feedback
To offer constructive feedback—whether positive or critical - feedback@bethshalom.org.nz

Membership

membership@bethshalom.org.nz

Community Care [including Senior Outreach]|
shiller@orcon.net.nz or care@bethshalom.org.nz

Security - Board Representative & Security Working-Group
office@bethshalom.org.nz

Auckland Jewish Burial & Benevolent Society
president@ajbbs.org.nz, secretary@ajbbs.org.nz or treasurer@ajbbs.org.nz

Ritual
services(@bethshalom.org.nz

Education - Yachad & Hebrew School
educator@bethshalom.org.nz

Office Coordinator Administrator:

office@bethshalom.org.nz administrator@bethshalom.org.nz

Shaliach

shaliach@bethshalom.org.nz

Affiliated with the Union for Progressive Judaism (UP)) PO Box 26 052, Epsom, Auckland 1344, New Zealand
Charities Commission Registration Number CC29542 Telephone: 09 524 4139

Email: office@bethshalom.org.nz
Website: www.bethshalom.org.nz
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	Radical Empathy, then, at least for me, is the ability to empathise with the enemy, the oppressor, the victor.
	It’s the capacity to imagine their feelings despite our own pained and battered state. It is an extraordinary, even revolutionary act. It means that the victim retained his full humanity, his ability to move beyond himself, regardless of the crime perpetrated against him.
	Through radical empathy, someone who has been made an object reclaims her standing as a subject.
	The midrash teaches radical empathy when the sea slams shut over the pursuing Egyptian soldiers. What happened in heaven then? God chastises the angels: “How can you rejoice when my children are drowning!”
	Can we see the suffering of our enemies? Even if we disagree with their ideology, their message, their narratives, can we at least recognise their pain? When we do, we acknowledge our shared humanity and allow a better story to emerge.
	We Jews are the inheritors of a tradition that acknowledges the humanity and suffering of everyone, even the oppressor.
	Our tradition invites us to share God’s perception, the ultimate bird’s-eye view, the infinite reality that grieves and rejoices at once, that gathers up the pain of the victim, and soaks up the pain of the perpetrator and, in a move that’s so often beyond our human capacity, holds them both. God cradles them and rocks them, gently, gently, to sleep.
	~~ END ~~
	Community Engagement: NZJC Survey
	Dear Community member,
	As part of our ongoing commitment to ensure the New Zealand Jewish Council reflects the views and priorities of our community, we have prepared a short survey to hear directly from you.
	Your feedback will help us understand what matters most to our stakeholders and ensure the Council continues to act on the concerns that affect you.
	The survey takes about 5-10 minutes to complete and is completely anonymous. We would be grateful if you could complete it by 31 July.
	https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScopttOM8I6x0Fu9PSt4V6ghzkl9FSU8K5uaRrFMC7ORLMAzA/viewform?usp=dialog

	Community ‘Highlights’
	Appreciation message from Sarah Livschitz
	Dear Beth Shalom community,
	Thank you so much for the pounamu yad which Rabbi Dean presented to me upon my ordination as rabbi. When I hold it, I feel the love and care each of you imbued into it. Receiving it was a highlight of my ordination. A special thank you to Leonard, for carving it with such skill.
	Beth Shalom was central to my Jewish formation. When my family moved to New Zealand from South Africa, we didn't know anybody. You ensured that we felt truly at home, inviting us to Shabbat dinners, supporting us through lifecycle events (including my bat mitzvah), and deepening our connection to Judaism.
	On the day that I became a rabbi, I was particularly remembering my beloved Aunty Rachel (Rachel Rich-Dennys) z”l, and my Torah teacher Chris Shiller, both of whom were central in my Jewish journey.
	I continue to hold Beth Shalom’s welcoming and supportive atmosphere as a model of community, and it has been a guiding force throughout rabbinical school. The yad you gifted me will be a constant reminder of my kiwi roots, pointing me in the right direction.
	Ngā mihi nui, Rabbi Sarah Livschitz

	Read more and see pictures of the ‘Pounamu’ yad to Sarah in the article by Leonard Bloksberg on page 8 & 9.
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	We started with B’tzelem Elohim and invited people to offer 1 thing they can do to acknowledge themselves as a sacred being with divine dignity. There was a big difference between the responses of the men, the women and the children on this one.
	The men wanted to talk about prayer and we had to explain that prayer is good but Judaism calls on you to acknowledge yourself as having divine dignity and to honour yourself, so what will you do for you? The women found it unusual to be given permission to think of themselves when they are so used to putting family first.
	The children seemed to feel it was naughty to admit to enjoying something and then they giggled as they said they would make more time to play outside and they would ask mom to let them eat noodles one day this week.
	The central card was Tikkun Olam and we invited people to offer 1 thing they can do to make the world a better place. Most started with going to temple and prayer and we had to explain that prayer and temple, in Judaism, are where we learn and get inspiration for what we do in the world.
	People then progressed to big things like feeding the hungry and this came down to things like “I’m helping with the Sathya Sai food truck that brings food to the hungry on Tuesday”.
	The last card was Kedoshim and we invited people to offer 1 thing they can do to bring holiness to what they do in their daily lives. Men’s answers leaned toward being more courteous drivers,etc.
	Women leaned toward showing more presence when caring for family. Children leaned toward being more courteous and mindful when they do things.
	Elena and I both enjoyed the event and we got very positive feedback from the organizers. It would be great to have some support from other members of the community next time we present at the Satha Sai community.

	~~ END ~~
	High Holy Days At a glance
	Community Notices
	Security is a Priority
	The CSG Office, based at Remuera, led by National Security Officer - Mark Day, and Regional Security Officer - Chris Tubby, conducted a ‘scenario-based’ training for our CSG volunteers, gate-greeters, service leaders and Yachad parents.
	A total of 7 volunteers attended the training and expressed appreciation to Mark Day & Chris Tubby for an effective, interactive and useful training session. This is part of a series of training opportunities that the CSG office plans to provide to all Jewish sites, in preparation for High Holy Days.
	CSG has allocated three (3) security vests for Beth Shalom as worn by Chris Shiller. Appreciation to all who attended the training as well as to the trainers.

	Womens Refuge’s Appreciation to Beth Shalom
	Todah Raba, Auckland Women’s Refuge long term relationship with Beth Shalom Progressive Synagogue. The relationship goes back prior to 2021 with our donation Coordinator Lily Russell; both Nonga Staple & my-self have taken over the pickup reins during covid time to present date. Our point of contact is the lovely Chris Shiller who is an amazing, organised woman who informs the community what items we require.
	Over the years, she has organised winter appeals where warm PJs are collected, warm blankets, warm socks, underwear and warm coats to help keep out the winter cold.
	There have been drives to help new mothers - with nappies, baby milk formula and food, bedding for basinets & cots. Clothing from newborn to teens especially something new to be given as Xmas gifts plus sweet treats during your Hanukkah festive season. Supplies for school lunches: lunch boxes, drink bottle, snacks and sandwich fillings.Raffle funds have gone towards purchasing dry good staples & cooking oils to place into food parcels.
	Mothers and teenage toiletries, hygiene products are collected for intake setup and birthday or Xmas gifts. During your festival of Passover, Easter eggs have been collected for our children to celebrate Easter. In every pickup there is always some non-perishable foods items that we place into food parcels for those that are struggling with debt or have no, or limited income, due to their violent situations. During our relationship with Beth Shalom, we have been privileged to attend and speak at, your midwinter lunches.
	We cannot thank you all enough for your continued support - we do not have budgets to provide these basic comforts of living. By receiving these donations, families acknowledge there are people in the greater community to help support their journey towards living free from violence; that they are not alone and it helps lift them towards long term goals.
	On behalf of the families that we serve, I would like to thank you all for the ongoing support and please know that it is really appreciated.. Peace to all of you and your families. Donna Hill (Women’s Refuge Coordinator)



